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Home rule legislation 
sent to Boston 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE —- Council 
President Todd McGee is now 
doing “double-duty” as he was 
sworn in as acting mayor of 
the city in addition to his posi- 
tion on the council. 

On Tuesday night, he 
was back in his capacity as 
the council president as he 
worked with his colleague to 
pass a revised special legisla- 
tion request. 

The city will seek home 
rule legislation to bypass the 
city charter, which requires a 
special election for mayor to 
take place if the sitting mayor 
leaves offices more than six 
months before the regular 
election. 

Mayor Alex Morse 
resigned last Friday, taking 
a job as town administra- 
tor in Provincetown on Cape 
Cod. Morse was not seeking 
re-election as mayor and was 
finishing up a four-year term 
when he selected for the job. 

Due to the huge cost of 
holding elections along with 
the current challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the city 
council did not want to have 
a special election to name 
a mayor just to hold anoth- 
er election in November. The 


next person to become mayor 
will win a four-year term, the 
second in the city’s history 
since voters agreed to change 
the mayor’s term from two 
years to four years. 

The home rule legisla- 
tion received some language 
change recommendations 
from the acting solicitor and 
Rep. Patricia Duffy. 

Acting Solicitor Crystal 
Barnes said there were some 
minor changes in the lan- 
guage, including the issue 
over having an acting mayor. 

“The state was con- 
cerned that if we had an acting 
mayor sitting in the vacancy, 
then did we have a vacancy,” 
said Barnes. “We change it to 
allow for the acting mayor to 
serve in both capacities (coun- 
cilor and mayor).” 

One other important part 
of the language was the ability 
for the newly-elected mayor 
to be able to be sworn in and 
take the job immediately. 

Under normal circum- 
Stances, the new mayor or 
re-elected mayor is sworn in 
at a ceremony along with city 
councilors and school com- 
mittee members on the first 
Monday in January. Because 
of the need to get a new mayor 


See RULE, page 9 
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Sullivan to make run for mayor 


By Gregory A. 
Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - 
Though he still has 
not made a formal 
announcement, City 
Councilor Michael 
Sullivan will 
become the third 
person to run for 
mayor once he turns 
in his nomination 
papers. 

Sullivan did 
not make a formal 
announcement about 
his candidacy, but 
did take nomination 
papers out from the 
city clerk’s office 
early this week. 

Sullivan has 
established a com- 
mittee and has 
begun fundraising, 
and only need the 
250 signatures of 
registered voters 
in order to join the 
race for the open 
seat, the first time 
the seat has been 
open in 10 years. 

Mayor Alex 
Morse has was 
mayor for the past nine-plus 
years and recently resigned to 
take a job across the state. 

Since making the 
announcement has not running 


COVID-19 risk situation improving 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE -— It has taken 
several months, but Holyoke has 
now been out of the “red” for 
four consecutive weeks accord- 
ing to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts statistics. 

Holyoke went into the red 
category, making it high-risk 
for COVID-19 spread in early 
October. The city was in the 
red for the third straight week 
on Oct. 22, and the city’s pub- 
lic schools were forced to close 
down fall sports. This shut down 
the remainder of seasons for 
boys soccer, girls soccer, field 
hockey, and girls volleyball. 

Additionally, it put further 
delays on Holyoke’s plans to 
return to in-person learning or 
consider re-opening city hall to 
the public. 

Holyoke remained in the 
red zone into early November 
even though the Commonwealth 
changed its formula to reflect the 
different populations of small 
towns and larger cities. 

The high-risk designa- 
tion continued into the win- 
ter months, cause the Holyoke 


Public School to cancelled 
abbreviated winter season and 
keeping other major venues in 
the city closed down. 

As the vaccine rollout 
picked up, however, COVID-19 
numbers finally began to decline 
in February, allowing Holyoke 
to return to moderate status in 
early March. After two consec- 
utive weeks, Holyoke football 
and basketball was allowed to 
begin practice, and Holyoke had 
its first athletic contests in four 
months two weeks ago. 

With minor rises in COVID- 
19 numbers due to the spread- 
ing variants of the virus, which 
spread at a higher rate than the 
original COVID-19 mutation that 
spread in the country, Holyoke 
has been able to stave off going 
into the high-risk category again. 

Holyoke’s most recent 
standing with a daily case rate 
of 26.9 cases per 100,000 peo- 
ple during the past 14 days, a 
number lower than the pre- 
vious report. The positive rate 
remained lower than four percent 
at 3.42. 

According to. the 
Commonwealth, Holyoke has 
had 4,904 total coronavirus cases 


in the city. 

Holyoke continues to be a 
“go-to” city for COVID-19 test- 
ing, with two mass testing sites 
available for walk-up, no-ap- 
pointment tests. 

There is a walk-up site at 
the War Memorial located 310 
Appleton Street. The near- 
by parking lot can be used for 
parking and testing takes place 
right at the front door Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Holyoke Community 
College is also continuing to 
Operation its test site in Lot H. 
It is a drive-up site and runs 
Monday, Westfield, Friday, and 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
and Tuesday and Thursday from 
2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Both testing sites are cur- 
rently scheduled to run through 
June 30. Depending on the status 
of the vaccination effort, which 
has been ramping up through- 
out the state, Gov. Charlie Baker 
could extend the testing sites fur- 
ther. 

The Health Department 
gives regular COVID-19 reports 
on the city’s website at www. 
holyoke.org 





Michael Sullivan 








Devin Sheehan 


for mayor again 
back in December, 
Councilor-At- 
Larse Rebecca 
Lisi and School 
Committee Vice 
Chairman Devin 
Sheehan have both 
announced runs for 
the Room | office 
at city hall. 
Further mud- 
dying the water in 
the race is Morse’s 
abrupt departure 
from the mayor’s 
seat to take a new 
job, leaving the 
mayor’s seat open 
for the remainder of 


the year. 
Council 
President Todd 


McGee will be the 
acting mayor until 
home rule legis- 
lation is passed to 
bypass a special 
election. McGee 
then plans to hold a 
special meeting to 
appointment a city 
councilor as act- 
ing mayor until the 
November election. 

Councilors 
have already dis- 
cussed and believe that Lisi, 
and if he joins the race offi- 
cially, Sullivan, should not 
serve as acting mayor. The 
belief among councilors is that 


it would give that individual 
an unfair advantage. 

McGee, under city char- 
ter, 1s acting mayor and was 
sworn in last Friday because 
the city council president is 
designated as acting mayor if 
the mayor leaves office or is 
otherwise unable to perform 
his duties for a period of time. 

McGee, however, citied 
his full-time job and potential 
conflicts of interests as rea- 
sons he cannot serve in the 
capacity until November. As 
part of the home rule legis- 
lation filed by the city coun- 
cil, another city councilor can 
be voted on to serve as acting 
mayor until the election. 

The winner of mayoral 
election in November would 
be sworn in immediately. 

As of press time, no 
other city councilor is being 
has publicly volunteered 
to serve as acting mayor for 
McGee, but Councilor Joseph 
McGiverin is the only one 
with previous experience serv- 
ing in that capacity. 

The entrance of Sullivan 
into the mayor’s race also 
means there will be a primary 
election in September to nar- 
row the field of mayoral can- 
didates down to two. Another 
potential rumored candidate 
is former Morse speechwriter 
William Glidden. Sullivan is a 
three-term city councilor and 
holds an at-large seat like Lisi. 


SPRING FOOTBALL 





William Dumoulin competes in Holyoke’s first football game sine 
2019. The Knights faced Minnechaug in the season opener last 


Friday. More photos are on page 7. 
Photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 





> In The News 


HOLYOKE —- Holyoke Public 


~ alll 


district’s culture and climate, and become 


Schools awarded $750, 000 from Barr Foundation 


Schools (HPS) is excited to announce 
receipt of a $750,000 grant award from 
the Barr Foundation to strengthen lead- 
ership development in the schools and 
district. HPS is partnering with Relay 
Graduate School of Education (Relay) 
and Veritas Prep for this initiative. 

“We are grateful to the Barr 
Foundation for their generous support 
and partnership,” stated Holyoke Public 
Schools Acting Receiver/Superintendent 
Anthony Soto. “We are also excited to 
include Veritas Prep Holyoke and Veritas 
Prep Charter School in Springfield as part 
of this collaboration. It is a wonderful 
opportunity for leaders in the region to 
learn from each other, as well as from 
other leaders across the country through 
the work with Relay as our leadership 
development partner.” 

Research shows that successful 
leadership plays a significant role in 
influencing student success. According 
to research funded by the Wallace 
Foundation, “Effective education lead- 
ership makes a difference in improving 
learning. It is second only to teaching 
among school-related factors in its impact 





Dr. Tiffani Curtis, Chief of Schools (left), and Ms. Rebecca Thompson, principal of McMahon 


School (right) performing a facilities walk-through of McMahon School. 


on student learning.” 

“This multi-year grant provides us 
the opportunity to engage in the inten- 
tional district and school-level work 
designed to grow our instructional lead- 
ers in ways that produce increased aca- 
demic achievement results for students, 
all students,” stated Chief of Schools Dr. 


Submitted photo 


Tiffani Curtis. 

Nearly 50 school-based and central 
office staff members, including princi- 
pals, assistant principals, deans, directors 
and coaches, will be trained. Through 
professional development and coaching, 
leaders will receive the tools, support and 
mentoring to hone their skills, enrich the 


more effective, impactful leaders for the 
years to come. 

“As a principal who was born and 
raised in Holyoke and as a member of the 
steering committee, I am excited to work 
with Relay collaboratively to support our 
craft and build our leadership toolbox,” 
stated Sullivan School Principal Sacha 
Garcia-Mailloux. “HPS leaders are com- 
mitted to high-quality education that is 
culturally responsive and equitable for 
each student in each school.” 

Veritas Chief of Academics Ashley 
Martin shared, “Our teachers and students 
deserve powerful and effective leader- 
ship, and we are thrilled to collaborate 
with HPS and Relay to develop high 
impact leaders for our schools.” 

“Every student deserves a high-qual- 
ity education and school leadership plays 
a critical role in making that a reality,” 
said Kate Dobin, Senior Program Officer 
for Barr’s Education team. “We look for- 
ward to continuing our partnership with 
Holyoke Public Schools and Veritas Prep 
as they strengthen instructional leadership 
in ways that support the achievement of 
all learners.” 





Easter event rescheduled 


HOLYOKE —- Holyoke Parks 
and Recreation cordially invites the 
Holyoke community to “Drive into 
Spring.” This event will take place on 
Saturday, April 3 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at Community Field (off Cherry 
Street). 

Wave to the Easter Bunny, Paw 
Patrol Characters, Nick’s Nest Hot 
Dog, Sparky from the Holyoke Fire 


Department and more surprises. 


Music provided by 413 Family 


Fitness. Collect an Easter gift bag for 
children 12 and under while supplies 
last. This event is free of charge. This 
event was rescheduled from March 28. 


For more information visit our 


web site at www.holyoke.org or call 





the Parks and Recreation Department at 
(413) 322-5620. 
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"22 SIMPSON CIRCLE 


SINGLE FAMILY HOME 


THURSDAY, APRIL 15 at 11:00 A.M. 


This ranch style single family home sits on 
+ .38 acres in an established neighborhood 
near the Connecticut River. The house has 
+ 1,062 sq. ft. of living area and features 
3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, hardwood floors 


and vinyl siding. 


See website for details. 


Terms: $10,000 deposit. 30 day closing. Property sold as is. 
Visit website for details, terms and COVID-19 protocols. 
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ZEKOS GROUP AUCTIONEERS 


P.O. Box 549, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 


508-842-9000 





Aegis Group makes new hire 


HOLYOKE — Dalkia Aegis, EDF 
Group, the leading provider of cogene- 
ration technology in the Northeast, has 
hired Edward Machado as a business 
development manager to focus on offer- 
ing combined heat and power (CHP) 
energy solutions to large-scale facilities 
throughout the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic 
and California. In his role, Machado 
will endeavor to acquire new commer- 
cial customers by educating them on 
the benefits of Dalkia Aegis’ sustain- 
able energy solution and the cost- and 
energy-savings it can help them realize. 
In addition, he will offer consultation 
services from initial outreach through 
system installation. 

Prior to joining Dalkia Aegis, 
Machado held positions within the com- 
mercial real estate industry and the pri- 


vate equity, venture capital and financial 
services sectors, and brings with him 
transferrable and relevant skills. 

‘“Edward’s more than two decades 
of experience focused on sales, market- 
ing and business development functions 
makes him the perfect addition to our 
team,’ said Lee Vardakas, president of 
Dalkia Aegis. “We expect his expertise 
will have a large and immediate impact 
on our company, and his dedication and 
attentiveness will benefit our custom- 
ers.” 

Machado emigrated to the United 
States at the age of nine, later receiving 
his bachelor’s degree in business admin- 
istration from the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Minas Gerais in his home 
country of Brazil. He and his family 
now reside in Stamford, Connecticut. 





Equine center hosting fundraiser 


HOLYOKE — The Therapeutic 
Equestrian Center (TEC), located in 
Holyoke, is hosting a virtual fundrais- 
ing event featuring the 2021 Winnie 
Film Festival Tour. This film fest will 
feature exclusive world premier short 
documentary films that celebrate the 
healing powers of the horse. 

Enjoy two hours of inspiring and 
heartwarming films anytime from 5 
p.m. on Friday, April 9 until 10 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 11. A modest fee of 
$25 is requested to register and you’ll 
be provided a link to stream to any 
smart devise such as phones, tab- 


lets, and TVs. Binge in one sitting or 
stretch the viewing out over the entire 
weekend — the choice is yours! 

To register for this virtual event, 
please visit our website at tecriders. 
org. 

We are proud and grateful to 
announce that Garry Rome Hyundai is 
our exclusive event sponsor. 

TEC has been closed during the 
pandemic but hopes to open later this 
year. Proceeds from this event will 
help feed and care for our stable of 
horses and provide necessary materials 
needed for a safe reopening. 





HPS to hold extended school-year program 


HOLYOKE —- The HPS Extended 
School Year Program will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., July 6 to Aug. 
6, Monday to Thursday (except for the 
last day of the program which will be 
Friday, Aug. 6). 

Families can register their stu- 
dents for the 2021 Extended School 
Year (ESY) program at enrollholyoke. 
com beginning on Monday, March 29 
for all qualifying students! Register by 
June Ist to ensure transportation is in 
place for the first day of the program. 
Please note, while we are planning for 
in-person ESY services, the possibility 
of start/end date or time changes and 
the possibility of remote learning will 
be based on updated state guidance 
and social distancing guidelines. We 


will update you as we receive more 
information on this. If you are unsure 
if your child qualifies for extended 
year services or which program they 
are recommended for, please check 
your child’s most current [EP and/or 
check with your child’s special edu- 
cation teacher or building team lead- 
er. Please reach out to Enrollment at 
enrollment@hps.holyoke.ma.us if you 
have any questions about the online 
registration process or Jill Hughes at 
jhughes @hps.holyoke.ma.us if you 
have any questions about extend- 
ed year services. View our brochure 
for Extended School Year Brochure- 
English and Folleto del Afio Escolar 
Extendido-Espanol for more informa- 
tion. 


Inthe News ¢ 


HCC to host film and talk inspired by Chilean folk song April 7 


HOLYOKE -— The Latinx Studies 
department at Holyoke Community 
College will host a short film and live pre- 
sentation by dancer Michelle Marroquin 
and musician Tony Silva on Wed., April 7 
from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Their film, Volver a los 17 (“Return 
to 17’), was inspired by the iconic Chilean 
folk song of the same name by singer 
Violeta Parra, whose poetic lyrics speak to 
the longing, remembering and honoring of 
the tender age of 17, when love first bursts 
into bloom. In the film, Silva plays guitar 
as Marroquin’s dance leads viewers on an 
abstract journey of memory and loss and 
asks how the past has made us who we are. 

Marroquin is a bicultural dance artist 
who has created interactive performances 
in the Pioneer Valley since 2014. Silva is 
a guitarist and composer, specializing in 
Rumba Flamenca and Latin American folk 
music. 





A film i pResehtstion will be made we the Latinx Studies department on April 7. 


Since COVID -19 severely lmit- 
ed their ability to perform in person, the 
Easthampton-based husband and wife 
team shifted into making music/dance 
films under the name Dragon Circle 
Productions. 

Volver is the third film they have 
co-created in the last six months. 

During the April 7 Zoom event, 
Marroquin and Silva will share the film 
and present a brief retrospective of their 
work. The audience will have an oppor- 
tunity to converse with one another, share 
responses, and participate in a discussion 
on the themes that inspired the film: exile, 
memory, loss, and identity. 

The presentation is part of the HCC’s 
ongoing series of events highlighting 
Latinx artists and cultures and the col- 
lege’s Latinx Studies program. 

To register for the event, please go to: 


Submitted photo hcc.edu/volver 





Food truck opens permanent location 


HOLYOKE -— After a successful 
launch of their food truck, Crave, last fall- 
Crave has expanded to 
now include a brick-and- 
mortar location. This new 
location is located in the 
heart of Holyoke, at 285 
high St., and they cur- 
rently offer takeout only. 

While others have 
struggled through the 
pandemic, Crave is 
expanding and growing 


coming weeks. 


Nicole Ortiz, the owner and chef, 
graduated from HCC’s 
culinary school in May of 
2020, as well as EForAll 
Holyoke in March of 
2020. She credits much 
of her recent success to 
both of these institutions. 

Crave offers fresh 
and unique Caribbean 
flavors. Some of the 
menu offerings include 





HOLYOKE WATER WORKS 
Job Posting — March 29, 2021 to Deadline - April 9, 2021 
Hoisting Equipment Operator 


One (1) Full Time Position 
Position Summary: Operates hoisting equipment and performs duties associated with the maintenance 


and repair of the public water system. 


Essential Functions: Operates backhoes, front-end loaders and other hoisting and maintenance equip- 


ment including dump trucks, pickup trucks, and skid steer loaders. Performs semi-skilled, manual labor 
for the maintenance, repair and improvement to the municipal water system. The functions above are 
normal for this position. Other duties may be required and assigned. The essential functions or duties 
listed above are intended only as examples of the types of work that may be performed. The omission of 
specific statements of duties does not exclude them from the position if the work is similar, related or a 
logical assignment to the position. 

Duties: 

1. Operates hoisting equipment such as backhoes, power shovels, trench digger, rollers and front- 
end loaders where the equipment meets the above definition and where a special license from the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Safety is required. Changes tires and batteries; services and makes 
minor adjustments to equipment. 

2. Operates all departmental mechanical equipment including compressors, skid steer loaders, pumps, 
tampers and abrasive saws. Maintains tools and equipment and prepares reports and sheets for office 
processing. 

3. Under general supervision of a Working Foreman, installs corporations stops, tapping sleeves, gate 
valves, water meters and fire hydrants, dry or under pressure, on water services/mains of all sizes and 
materials. Installs pipes of various sizes and materials, from service pipe to water mains, choosing and 
using One or more approved methods of excavation. Taps mains of any size, proficiently using any tap- 
ping equipment available. Repairs and maintains pipelines, gate valves, hydrants, altitude valves, and 
relief valves. Flushes hydrants and blow offs, disinfects newly installed water mains following specific or 
general procedures established by the Department. 





with the support of the tacos, rice bowls, mofon- 
community. The food go and salads. There are 
truck is still open several days a week, and many vegan, vegetarian, and gluten-free 
is looking to expand to other cities in the options on the menu. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 


AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 
* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 


610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 


* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. » John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
® Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. ¢ Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 


space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available and 


Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 


2021 Cornelius J. Moriarty, Jr. Scholarship 


for Cadet Engineers 


Pursuant to MGL Chapter 164, Sections 69B to 69F, applications for 
a cadet engineer scholarship will be received at the: 


Office of the Manager 


Holyoke Gas & Electric Department 


99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 


Deadline: May 14, 2021 


(Applications will only be considered if received on or before the deadline). 


Application forms may be obtained during regular business hours at 
the above address or from school guidance counselors. For further 
information, please contact the Office of the Manager, at 536-9313. 


Applicants for the scholarship must be: 


1) Residents of the City of Holyoke. 
2) Graduates of a duly accredited senior secondary school 


(year 2021 or before). 


3) Not less than seventeen (17) years old on their last birthday, 
nor more than twenty-five (25) years old. 

4) Accepted for admission to, or already enrolled in, an accredited 
community college, college, or university having a course of 
study leading to a degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering. 


EMPOWERING YOUR WORLD YOUR WORLD 





Holyoke Gas & Electric 
99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
(413) 536-9300 
www.hged.com 


4. Is an active member of the Emergency Duty Roster and responds to all emergency repairs and/or 
water main breaks as required by his supervisor and/or management staff. 

Experience required: At least five (5) year paid experience operating backhoes, front-end loaders and/ 
or other hoisting equipment. 

Education, certification, licensure, or other similar requirements: High School Diploma or equiv- 
alent; Must possess a Massachusetts Hoisting License Class 2B, a valid Commercial Driver’s License 
(CDL) Class B or Class A. 

Supervision: On occasion supervises a small crew of employees and/or summer/seasonal employees as 
deemed necessary. 

Job Environment: Fieldwork is performed outdoors with loud noise levels and exposure to variable 
weather conditions/hazards associated with utility construction. The workload is subject to seasonal and 
weather-related changes. 

Physical Requirements: 

1. Physical ability to operate hoisting, heavy motor equipment and other construction tools. 

2. Tasks involve the regular and sustained performance of moderately physically demanding work, 
typically involving some combination of driving, climbing, digging, stooping, kneeling, crouching, and 
crawling, and which involves the lifting, carrying, pushing and/or pulling of moderately heavy objects 
and materials (up to 50 pounds) and occasionally heavier objects and materials (up to 100 pounds). 

3. Requires the ability to coordinate hands and eyes in operating hoisting, heavy motor equipment and 
other construction tools. 

4. Requires the manual dexterity to handle a variety of items, control knobs, buttons, switches, catches, 
tools, etc. Must have significant levels of eye/hand/foot coordination. 

5. Must be adaptable to performing under stress when confronted with emergencies or tight deadlines. 

6. Communications: Requires the ability to talk and hear. 

7. Exercises some independent judgment on repair methods and replacement of parts; decisions subject 
to review while work is in progress. Tasks may require frequent exposure to adverse environmental con- 
ditions. 

The physical demands described above are representative of those that must be met by an employee to 
perform the essential functions of this job successfully. Reasonable accommodation(s) if needed will be 
provided for the employee with the adequate strength, dexterity, coordination, and visual acuity in a manner 
that does not pose a direct threat to the health or safety of the employee or others in the workplace. 

Other requirements: Must be able to pass an employment physical, drug screening, and criminal 
background check. 

Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) status: Non-Exempt (hourly) 

Employment Status & Hours: Regular Full Time, 40 hours per week, Monday-Friday, 7:00 a.m- 
3:00 PM 

Pay rate: $24.87 to $26.71 per hour, paid weekly 

Employee Benefits: Health, Dental, Retirement, Life Insurance, Sick, Vacation and Personal Time. 

Reports to: General Foreman, Working Foreman WSMC and Working Foreman WSMM 


Labor Service Applicants are available upon request at the Holyoke Water Works. 


Apply by completing a Labor Service Application INPERSON or by contacting: 
Joseph Manzi, Business Manager @ 413-536-0442 
or by email @ manzij @holyoke.org 
Return the completed Labor Service Application along with a copy of your Mass. Driver’s License 
(BOTH FRONT & BACK) to: 
Holyoke Water Works, 20 Commercial Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 


The Holyoke Water Works is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate because of age, ances- 
try, color, creed, disability, ethnicity, family status, gender, genetic information, marital status, military status, 
national origin, political affiliation, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, veteran status, or any other 
legally protected category. Bilingual applicants are especially encouraged to apply. 
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“Life Understood” 


By Thomas J. Kennedy 


Moments and memories, 
And our values reflecting 
In the windows of our sunshine. 


Becoming more than part of me, 
Nature-gorged and stung; 
Hurting more than the human hurt 
in moral gentleness, 

Wise and romantic in a feast 
Of sensual satire. 


As color blossom in Noble nature. 
All is everywhere, as the banquet 
Waits for the tired tulips to 
Spring from the Earth’s breast... 
Wisdom before man and gladdened 
In the bosom of Nature. 


HE has risen...HE has risen... 
Jesus has risen for your eternal life. 
Wishing everyone a Happy, Holy Easter too 
And may God bless all of your loves and you. 


topic completely unrelated to hor- 
ticulture, I learned that April 2 is 
National Peanut Butter and Jelly 
Day. Now I enjoy a good PB & J 
sandwich, and PB & J stood for the 
initials Paul, (ro)Berta and Jen back 
in my college days, but really, a hol- 
iday? Regardless, let’s have some 
fun and take a look at half of this 
holiday fav from a horticulture perspective. 

I had a childhood friend who actually 
grew peanuts here in the northeast. It was 
really neat to dig them up and eat them right 
from her garden! Who even knew they grew 
underground? I am dating myself when I say 
that all the hullabaloo was partly because 
we, at the time, had president by the name of 
Jimmy Carter whose family was in the busi- 
ness of growing peanuts. Why don’t you take 
a trip down Memory Lane with me as I look 
back on peanut culture, Ware-style! 

If my memory serves me correctly, Mrs. 
Haley received fresh, raw peanuts still in their 
shell through a mail-order company. She care- 
fully shelled them and planted them about 
a Six inches apart from one another in her 
sunny garden after the danger of frost had 
passed. The key to growing peanuts 1s provid- 
ing loose, crumbly soil. It’s interesting that 
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The truth about peanuts 

ell, they certainly have the plants flower above ground, 

W a holiday for everything IN THE but just as the petals of the flower 
these days. Recently, GARDEN fall away, stalks below the ovary 

when doing some research on an te atinthahac of the flower called “pegs” length- 
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en, causing the stem to fall to the 
ground. When they fall, the pegs 
make their way into the soil and 
form the peanut. It’s suggested 
that once the plants reach about 
six inches tall, a gentle cultiva- 
tion should be performed to make 
it easier for the pegs to penetrate 
the earth. After they have done so, 
hilling as you would potatoes is beneficial, as 
is providing a loose mulch such as chopped 
leaves, straw or the like to keep the area fria- 
ble and moist. 

You'll know it’s time to harvest when 
the plant yellows; don’t wait too long after 
this point or the peanuts may break from the 
plant, making harvest more difficult. Carefully 
unearth the whole plant with a shovel, shake 
away as much soil as you can and dry upside 
down out of the weather. An attic, barn or 
other well-ventilated area is ideal for this pur- 
pose. Peanuts can be shelled and enjoyed raw, 
or roasted in or out of the shell at 350 degrees 
for 20 minutes. High in protein and fat, and 
various healthy nutrients, peanuts are a staple 
in the diets of many cultures. 

You many find it interesting to learn 
that peanuts are not really a nut at all, but a 
legume. In fact, young plants will be very 
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reminiscent of pea seedlings. They are 
thought to have originated in South America 
over three thousand years ago. Valued then as 
both a food source and status symbol, peanuts 
were even used as currency for a time. That’s 
humorous, considering the phrase “working 
for peanuts” implies quite the opposite status! 

Peanuts are a long season crop, requiring 
about 120 days to mature. Many northern 
gardeners pre-start them indoors to get a jump 
on the growing season using a variety such as 
Early Spanish that matures earlier than other 
types. 

Here’s what the experts recommend: 
Shell the fresh peanuts carefully, keeping 
the thin papery covering intact. Place three 
“seeds” in a four-inch pot filled two-thirds 
of the way up with moist potting soil. Add 
the remaining soil and place in a warm loca- 
tion until they sprout. Provide decent light 
and plant outside after the danger of frost 
has passed and proceeding as recommended 
above. Don’t over fertilize in either case or 
you will get lots of foliage and few peanuts. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 





Will inheritance money affect my Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I will turn 66 this year and 
[= considering claiming my Social 
Security. I have already applied for 
Medicare. My parents passed on sever- 
al years ago, and the estate will probably 
settle this year. I would like to know if my 
inheritance money will have any effect on my 
Social Security benefits. If so, how? Signed: 
Wondering Heir 
Dear Wondering: No, your inher- 
itance money from your parents’ 


amount) for Part B, which is coverage for 
doctors and other outpatient services. But 
there is also a special provision known as 
“IRMAA” (Income Related Medicare 
Adjustment Amount) which adds a supple- 
mental amount to the standard Part B pre- 
mium if your “provisional income” from all 
sources exceeds certain levels. Your “provi- 
sional income” would include income from 
all sources, including any money you receive 
from an inheritance, any tax-advantage invest- 
ment withdrawals, tax-free interest, 
and half of the Social Security bene- 


; SOCIAL ; 
estate will not affect your gross Social SECURITY fits you received during the tax year. 
Security benefit in any way. Your MATTERS The name for this is your “Modified 


monthly Social Security benefit 1s 
based solely on your lifetime earnings 
record from working, and income from other 
sources is not counted when computing your 
Social Security benefit amount. But if you 
claim your benefits and have your Medicare 
Part B premium deducted from your Social 
Security payment, it’s possible your inheri- 
tance could affect your Medicare Part B pre- 
mium amount, thus lowering your net Social 
Security payment. 

Most Medicare beneficiaries pay a stan- 
dard premium of $148.50 per month (2021 
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Adjusted Gross Income” (MAGI), 
and the clip levels which cause 
IRMAA to affect your Medicare premium are 
different depending on your IRS filing status. 
If you file your income tax as “married/ 
jointly” and your MAGI is over $176,000, 
then IRMAA will apply and you’ll pay a 
higher Medicare premium thus reducing your 
net Social Security payment (if you file as a 
single, the clip level is $88,000). IRMAA can 
cause your Part B premium to go to anywhere 
from $208 to $505 per month, depending 
upon how high your MAGI is. Note that your 


Medicare premium for the current year is 
determined by your MAGI from two years 
prior, so if that inheritance money is reported 
on your 2021 income tax return, it would be 
your 2023 Medicare premium amount that 
would be affected. And the higher Medicare 
premium would self-adjust back to a lower 
level if MAGI for subsequent years are below 
the IRMAA level. 

The other way your inheritance might 
affect you is through income taxes on your 
Social Security benefits. If your MAGI 
exceeds $32,000 filing as married/joint- 
ly ($25,000 if single), then 50% of your 
Social Security benefits will become part of 
your taxable income. Or if your MAGI is 
more than $44,000 filing as married/jointly 
($34,000 if single), then up to 85% of your 
Social Security benefits for the tax year will 
become part of your taxable income at your 
standard IRS tax rate. 

The bottom line is this: Your gross 
monthly Social Security benefit amount will 
not be affected by your inheritance, but if 
your inheritance increases your Medicare 
Part B premium your net SS benefit will be 


See SECURITY, page 5 
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Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 


Saving the best — and worst — 
for last hike of winter 


By Julie Midura 
Correspondent 


hen Tom and I lost our minds 
and decided to attempt to climb 
all 48 New Hampshire 4,000- 


foot mountains in winter, the Zealand/ 
Bonds traverse was the one that made me 
lose sleep at night. 

How on Earth would we be able 
to pull off that little miracle? Not that 
we’re “old” by any means — well, one 
of us isn’t anyway — but this is the 
Bonds we’re talking about! What kind 
of demented couple, one of whom is a 
senior citizen, decides it would be fun 
to hike 23.2 miles over five, 4,000-foot 
mountains in a single day in the dead of 
winter?! And more importantly — why’ 

Well, the answer is pretty obvious. 
We want to earn that cute little round 
patch that we get to sew onto our back- 
pack once we complete them all. But in 
all seriousness, this crazy adventure has 
allowed Tom and I to move beyond our 
comfort zone and to challenge ourselves 
in ways we never dreamed possible. 

So on the final Saturday of winter, 
we hiked what has been our most chal- 
lenging hike so far — the Zealand/Bonds 
traverse. These mountains are in the 
heart of the 45,000-acre Pemigewasset 
Wilderness. The Bonds are among the 
most remote of the 4,000 footers, and as 
such, every trail that reaches their sum- 
mits is a long and arduous one. 

When we originally planned this 
hike, we envisioned sunny skies, temps 
in the 30s, minimal wind, and a solidly 
packed trail. What we actually encoun- 


Twenty-three miles of ‘fun’ 


tered was nothing of the sort. The fore- 
cast called for wind chill temps in the 
negative 20s and sustained winds in the 
35 mph range with gusts up to 50 mph. 

Tom and I know our limits regarding 
wind speed and temperature and as such; 
We’re unwilling to take the risks that 
we were willing to take when we were 
younger. What can I say, it comes with 
age. Something called self-preservation. 

We asked ourselves if it would be 
worth the potential suffering just to bag 
several peaks. After all, we began this 
quest to have fun and to challenge our- 
selves, not as a test to determine how 
much misery we could withstand. So 
we decided to go in spite of the wind 
chills predictions with the caveat that we 
would turn back if the conditions were 
too extreme to continue. 

Snow was falling steadily and the 
wind was howling when we stepped out 
of our car near Zealand Road at 4:30 
a.m. One of the drawbacks of winter 
hiking is that several of the mountains 
require a road walk just to get to the trail- 
head because some of the roads are not 
maintained in winter. On this particular 
hike, we needed to walk 3.7 miles on the 
road just to reach the trailhead. 

We were able to wear micro- 
spikes on our feet for the road walk, but 
switched to snowshoes once we reached 
Zealand trail. The snow continued to 
fall, so we were forced to break trail 
through fresh snow that was anywhere 
between three inches to over a foot deep. 
Breaking trail is exhausting work, so 
Tom and I took turns taking the lead 
position. 

Once we were above tree line, the 
combination of fresh snow and fierce 
wind erased all signs of the trail. We 
spent valuable time trying to find the 





Veteran tax program opens up 


HOLYOKE —- The Veteran Tax 
Work-Off Program is open to a veteran, 
as defined by MGL Ch. 4 § 7 clause 
43, who owns property in and pays real 
estate taxes to the City of Holyoke. The 
program participant’s name must appear 
on the property deed. The program 
year runs from July 1 to November 30. 
A $1,500 property tax credit minus the 
required withholdings will be applied 
to the participant’s real estate tax bill 
in the following fiscal year, not the cur- 
rent year’s property tax bill. Applications 
for additional years will be available in 
November of each year. 

Participants should work the 
required 111.1 hours* of service. Hours 
worked may not be shared with another 
family member. Each individual must 
fulfill the total hours of service obli- 
gation. However, the City of Holyoke, 
based on need, may place the participant 
in more than one (1) job in order to fulfill 
the total hours. Individuals will be credit- 
ed for any hours worked even if the 111.1 
hours are not fulfilled. 

*To receive the maximum $1,500 
tax credit participants must work 111.1 
hours. Working less than 111.1 hours 
results in a pro-rated tax credit based on 
the number of hours worked. 

¢ $13.50 per hour (as of Jan. 1, 2021) 

e Participants will receive abatement 
for up to 111.1 hours of service. Any 
hours worked beyond the 117 hours can- 


not be accumulated for the Tax Work-Off 
Program. 

e Maximum amount of abatement is 
$1,500 per person per fiscal year. 

Job Placement for a Tax Credit 
Position 

¢ Individuals will be chosen based 
on the best match between the applicant’s 
qualifications and the skill requirements 
of each job 

e Applicants will be interviewed by 
the department supervisor of the position 
for which they have been placed 

e There will be a two (2) week pro- 
bationary period to assess the appropri- 
ateness of the placement 

e Program participants may not work 
for relatives who are City employees 

e Eligible senior citizens who are 
veterans can elect to participate in either 
the veterans’ or Senior citizens’ tax 
work-off plans. 

e Primary consideration will be 
given to first-time applicants. Individuals 
previously chosen for the program may 
make re-application in subsequent years. 
No applicant is guaranteed a position. A 
lottery system may be used if there are 
more applicants than available positions 

e Timesheets will be filled out by 
the department supervisor on a week- 
ly or monthly basis and submitted to 
the Veterans Services Director. A final 
accounting of time worked will be sub- 
mitted to the Assessor. 





SE CURI ly, from page 4 


temporarily lower. And the inheritance 
may also influence how much of your 
Social Security benefits are subjected to 
income tax. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 
sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 


and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda- 
tion.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 


path that is usually very obvious on a 
summer day. Based on the less than ideal 
conditions, we began to wonder if we’d 
have the stamina to complete the entire 
traverse, or if we’d need to turn back 
after reaching Zealand Mountain — our 
first mountain of the day. 

But alas, there is a God, because not 
only did the sun finally make an appear- 
ance, but about a half mile before we 
reached Zealand Mountain, two angels 
appeared from behind us — and they were 
wearing snowshoes! We stepped aside, 
enormously relieved to have someone 
in front of us breaking out the trail. We 
reached Mt. Zealand shortly after, then 
continued on. 

The entire traverse is a blend of 
above treeline exposure intermixed with 
hiking in the shelter of the trees. When 
we reached the alpine zone on the shoul- 
der of Mt. Guyot, we experienced the full 
onslaught of nature’s fury as the wind 
roared all around us. I braced myself 
a few times with my trekking poles to 
avoid being knocked off balance. If the 
hike had required several miles of hiking 
above treeline, we couldn’t have endured 
the strength of the wind, but knowing 
that we would periodically escape its 
wrath by hiking into the protection of the 
trees made it tolerable. 

We hiked up West Bond next, fol- 
lowed by Mt. Bond. It was 3:30 p.m. 
when we reached Bondcliff — our final 
peak of the day. We had been hiking 
almost non-stop for the past 11 hours. 
As elated as we were to be standing on 
our final mountain of the day, we knew 
that we still had nine miles to go to get 
to our car. Thankfully, Bondcliff Trail 
was well packed out, so we were able to 
remove our heavy snowshoes and wear 
our spikes for the descent. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Now and __ 

5. Israeli city Aviv 

8. Indicates near 

11. Minneapolis suburb 

13. Large Australian 
flightless bird 

14. Fine-grained earth 

15. Plant genus that 
includes water 
caltrop 

16. Peacock network 

17. TV writer Dunham 

18. Excessive fluid 


1563 

33. Savory jelly made 
with meat stock 

38. Journalist Tarbell 

41. Most suspenseful 

43. Festivity 

45. Animal embryos 

48. Fertility god 

49. Medical patients’ 
choice (abbr.) 

90. Type of sword 

55. Competition 

96. Bird of the cuckoo 
family 


12. Veterans 


Inthe News ¢ 


As we strapped our snowshoes onto 
our packs, I groaned under the added 
weight on my back. However, heavier 
packs mean lighter feet. Without heavy 
snowshoes on our feet, we practically 
flew down the mountain. 

We arrived at the bridge that marks 
the end of the hike just as I was certain 
that I couldn’t take one more step. My 
legs were propelling me forward only out 
of sheer necessity. We crossed the bridge 
that leads to the parking lot at 7:30 p.m. 
— 15 hours from the time we started. 

We did it! 

Twenty-three miles, five mountains, 
15 hours. It’s amazing what the mind 
and body can do when the heart leads the 
way 


Peace, and hike on! 
Julie Midura is a resident of Ludlow. 





their 44th winter ascent. Courtesy photo 


2. Fast mammal 

3. Oh goodness! 

4. The back of one’s 
neck 

5. One who lives in 
another’s property 

6. Involve deeply 

7. Alfalfa 

8. Tropical tree resin 

9. Sudden fear 


Samoa (abbr.) 
35. Wrinkled dog: Shar 


36. Denotes equal 

37. TV network for 
children 

39. Take the value 
away from 

40. Female graduates 

41. Don’t know when 


10. Jewish religious yet 


month 42.“ tu”: Spanish 
song 


battleground 44. “Seinfeld” 


accumulation in 
tissues 

20. They __ 

21. Muslim ruler title 

22. Position given in 
respect of 

20. Explaining further 

30. Measuring 
instrument 


31. Romanian monetary 


unit 
32. Council of __, 1545- 


9/7. Afflicted in mind or 
body 

59. Engineering 
organization 


60. Beverage receptacle 


61. Spiritual leader 

62. Doctor of Education 
63. Where golfers begin 
64. Impudence 


CLUES DOWN 


14. Musical symbol 

19. German river 

23. Paddle 

24. Lizard 

25. Shock treatment 

26. The common 
gibbon 

27. Brew 

28. Usually has a lid 

29. Lenses in optical 
instruments 


1. Vietnamese offensive 34. Time zone in 


CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8 


character 

45. Bleated 

46. Entwined 

47. Away from wind 

48. Soft creamy white 
cheese 

51. Swiss river 

52. Prejudice 

53. Actor Idris 

54. They resist 
authority (slang) 

58. Speak ill of 





The Holyoke Sun © APRIL2,2021 ¢ 5 


> In The News 


HCC plans virtual graduation, fall campus return 


HOLYOKE — Holyoke Community College is plan- 
ning a virtual commencement for spring and preparing 
to welcome students, faculty and staff safely back to 
campus for the fall 2021 semester. 

HCC’s 75th Anniversary Commencement will be 
livestreamed on Sat., June 5, on the HCC website and 
the college’s social media channels. (The college was 
founded in Sept. 1946 and will be recognizing the mile- 
stone throughout the year.) 

The virtual commencement will celebrate the class 
of 2021 as well as the class of 2020. Because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, HCC made the decision last year 
to recognize the class of 2020 with a virtual celebration 
in August 2020 and also invite graduates to participate 
in a more traditional graduation ceremony this year 
along with the class of 2021. 

Planning for Commencement begins months in 
advance, and HCC officials made their decision on this 
year’s ceremony based on conditions in February before 
new guidelines were announced allowing for limited 
outdoor and indoor ceremonies. 

“Unlike the 2020 celebration, the 2021 ceremony 
will include traditional Commencement moments with 
an emphasis on the elements our students told us matter 
most to them,” said President Christina Royal. Those 
elements include having student orators from both 
classes, and keynote speeches delivered by the 2020 and 
2021 recipients of the Elaine Marieb Chair for Teaching 
Excellence, HCC’s highest faculty award. 

“We will also have a virtual procession and the 
traditional reading of names of graduates from both 
classes along with photographs submitted by members 
of each class,” Royal said. 

In advance of Commencement, HCC will be invit- 
ing students to campus on May 6 and 7 to pick up their 
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caps and gowns, graduation gift boxes, and lawn signs 
celebrating their success. President Royal and members 
of the College Affairs committee will also be there to 
offer in-person, albeit socially distant, congratulations 
to the graduates and the opportunity to have their photos 
taken with the president. 

Return to Campus 

For the fall 2021 semester, which begins Tues., 
Sept. 7, HCC is offering a variety of class formats, 
including face-to-face, in-person, on-campus classes 
with a maximum of 10 students per classroom. 

Following guidelines from the Centers for Disease 
Control and the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health, the fall 2021 return-to-campus plan allows for 
maximum flexibility and adaptability, at all times pri- 
oritizing the safety and well-being of HCC students, 
faculty, and staff. 

HCC will provide multiple course formats to suit 
different learning styles and personal preferences: on 
campus; blended on campus and remote; synchronous 
remote; and asynchronous online. 

“HCC is paying particular attention to scheduling 
courses that will allow incoming students to maxi- 
mize On-campus instruction if they so choose,’ Royal 
said. “The plan provides us the flexibility to make 
adjustments as public health conditions evolve over the 
months ahead.” 

In addition to on-campus, blendeded and remote 
offerings for Fall 2021, HCC will continue to offer a 
full slate of fully online courses across the curriculum. 
As much as possible, administration offices and student 
services will also be open and staffed, while maintain- 
ing safe and social-distancing protocols, including man- 
datory mask-wearing and Plexiglass screens in areas 
where students and members of the public most closely 
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Holyoke Community College is planning to have a return to 
in-person classes in the fall. Submitted photo 


interact with staff. 

While campus offices and support services will 
be open to students this fall, HCC will also continue 
to offer services and support through online chat and 
Zoom for students who feel more comfortable accessing 
college services remotely. 

“T really believe the pandemic has made HCC a 
better version of itself,’ said Royal. “We have enhanced 
our support for students, and have amplified student 
voices throughout every decision-making process — 
always placing students first. We have made equity a 
greater priority across the college, enabling us to truly 
and more deeply serve our community.” 

Registration opens April 12 for summer and fall 
classes at HCC. 





HPS Summer Program 
registration begins 


HOLYOKE -— It may be March, but before you 
know it, summer will be here. That’s why it is never too 
early to plan for summer programming. 


HPS Summer Learning Academies 

The Summer Learning Academies program is being 
offered from July 6 to Aug. 5, Monday to Thursday. 
There will be in person and remote programming for all 
students. Please see the options below that are available 
for your child(ren): 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at E.N. White for all HPS students 
in rising 1-3, 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at E.N. White for all HPS dual lan- 
guage students in rising grades 1-3, 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at McMahon for all HPS students 
in rising grades 4-5. 

A remote program option is offered for all of these 
programs for the academic portion of the day from 9 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 


Generation Teach Steam Academy 
The Generation Teach program will take place 
Monday-Friday, June 28 to Aug. 6 as follows: 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Holyoke STEM Academy for 
students in rising grades 6-8 


Summer Acceleration Academy 

The Summer Acceleration Academy program will 
take place Monday-Friday, Aug. 9 to 13 as follows: 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Morgan, Kelly and Sullivan for 
all HPS students in rising grades 3-5 

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Holyoke High School 
North for all students in rising grades 9-12. 

Students will be provided with breakfast, lunch 
and transportation (will be provided to students within 
district transportation guidelines). For more program 
information, visit our summer learning web page and 
view our flyer. Any clarifying questions, please contact 
extendedlearning @ hps.holyoke.ma.us 

Please register your student by Friday, June 4. 
Apply using the registration link: https://www.enroll- 
holyoke.com/login. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Sun, please email thesun@turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 
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SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 
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Soccer alignments 
proposed for new 
tournament format 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — Holyoke and 
Central will stand together 
as the only two schools from 
Western Massachusetts that 
will compete in Division 1 
soccer under the new align- 
ments that have been pro- 
posed. 

This Falls the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association will 
change to a statewide tour- 
nament. In an attempt to 
equalize the competition, 
Massachusetts will move from 
four to five divisions in most 
major sports, such as soccer, 


basketball, and baseball and 
softball. 

According to the align- 
ments that have been pro- 
posed, Holyoke and Central 
are the only schools in the 
region that have enough 
enrollment to be part of 
Division 1. 

Many current Division 1 
schools in the region will now 
move down to Division 2. 

Among the Division 
2 teams in soccer will be 
Agawam, Chicopee, Chicopee 
Comprehensive, Minnechaug 
Regional, Amherst, and 
Ludlow. All of these teams 


See SOCCER, page 8 





Entry list growing as 
Icebreaker event nears 


WATERBURY, Vt. — 
Connecticut’s Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park 
is just over three weeks 
away from opening the 
2021 Northeast Auto Racing 
season with the annual 
Icebreaker. The headlining 
$10,000-to-win Icebreaker 
125 on Sunday, April 11 con- 
tinues to draw buzz and big 
names as the entry list grows 
leading up to the event. 

Nearly 30 Tour-type 
Modified teams have reg- 
istered for the debut of the 
Outlaw Open Modified 
Series. Even more are expect- 
ed by the time the first green 
flag falls for qualifying. The 
list includes former track 
and series champions, many 
multi-time winners, and ris- 
ing stars looking to start the 
season with a bang. 

To no one’s surprise, 
a huge contingent of rac- 
ers from the “Modified 
Country” of Southern New 
England have entered. Former 
NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour champions Doug Coby 
of Milford, CT; Bobby 
Santos III of Franklin, MA; 
and Ronnie Silk of Norwalk, 
CT are among the biggest 


names preparing for the sea- 
son-opener. 

Other touring series 
champions on the entry list 
are Chelmsford, MA’s Jon 
McKennedy; Moosup, CT’s 
Chris Pasteryak; and Woborn, 
MA’s Anthony Nocella. 
Although NASCAR Cup 
Series regular Ryan Preece 
has not officially entered the 
Icebreaker, he has publicly 
expressed his interest in com- 
peting. 

Plenty of weekly 
Modified warriors are also 
ready for the long-distance 
challenge. They include 
Berlin, CT’s Keith Rocco, 
a seven-time Thompson 
Speedway champion, and 
Tolland, CT’s Ronnie 
Williams, a two-time SK 
Modified champion at 
Stafford Motor Speedway. 
With 125 green-flag laps on 
the card, many factors will 
play into who ultimately 
takes home the big check. 

“T think you’re going to 
see a lot of different strategies 
in this type of race,” Williams 
said. “I think a lot of guys 
will be pushing hard in the 


See RACING, page 8 





The Icebreaker 125 is just a few weeks away and the entry list is 


piling up. 
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After having their fall season shut 
down and winter season cancelled, 
Holyoke High School returned with 
football action. The Knights fought 
hard, but fell 41-20 last Friday 
evening on the road. Holyoke is 0-1 
in the Fall 2 season. Above, William 
Dumoulin takes off on a run. Right, 
Quinn Cauley winds back to pass the 
ball. Below, Dylan Lubold takes the 
handoff. 


Ei acebook.com/turleysports 
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Knights fall in opener 
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Wilbraham & Monson Academy basketball program expands 


WILBRAHAM — Wilbraham & 
Monson Academy’s Boys Basketball pro- 
gram is excited to announce an expan- 
sion of its New England Championship- 
winning Boys Basketball program - with 
a newly created and named Varsity 
basketball team. The Varsity team will 
begin the 2021-2022 season as a Class C 
Associate member of the New England 
Preparatory School Athletic Council. 

Wilbraham & Monson’s current var- 
sity team will be rebranded as a Prep 


level team when it opens defense of its 
New England Class AA championship. 
The Titans won the program’s fifth New 
England Championship, and first in 34 
years, in March 2020. 

The varsity team will be run under 
the direction of Prep Head Coach Mike 
Mannix and will be coached by newly 
hired Chris Iversen. 

Iversen’s basketball background 
includes extensive experience at numer- 
ous administrative levels in the Premier 


Basketball League, an American profes- 
sional men’s basketball minor league. 
He helped lead the Rochester (N.Y.) 
RazorSharks to seven league champi- 
onships and was twice named as the 
league’s Coach of the Year. Iversen 
joins WMA after holding a position as 
an assistant coach and co-director of 
player development at the United States 
Basketball Academy in Eugene, Oregon. 


WMA’s announcement follows its 


recent decision to reinstate ice hockey 


to the school. The program will start 
as a club-level team for boys and girls 
for the 2021-2022 winter season. The 
Academy is finishing a full year of full- 
time, on-campus classes with socially 
distanced classrooms and dining halls. 
Students and the entire WMA community 
are COVID-19 tested twice a week. 

To learn more about WMA’s boys 
varsity basketball program or any of the 
other Academy’s offerings, visit www. 
wma.us/varsity or Www.wma.us. 





Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. You 
can find our account by searching “tur- 
leysports.” 

We will regularly feature samples 
of photos that you will see in our publi- 
cations on a weekly basis. Please follow 


and share with your friends and loved 
ones. We will be featuring photos from 
all 11 of our sports sections in the com- 
ing weeks, but as always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by subscribing to 
your local paper or picking up a copy in 
your community. 





Sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League is an age 28-and-over 
league which plays its games Sundays at 
10 a.m. beginning in late April and con- 
cluding in late August. It is a six-team 
league and a 15-game schedule with all 
teams getting at least one playoff game at 
the end of August. 

The league is seeking new players 
to join in the fun. The cost to play in 
2021 is $192.50 and registration can be 
found at www.quabbinvalleybaseball. 
org. Games are mostly being played this 
year in Easthampton and South Hadley. 
Players who wish to pitch in the league 
must be 30-years-old. 

Sign-ups are active and players who 


are not already on a team will be placed 
in a draft, currently scheduled to take 
place on Sunday, April 11. 

The league’s first games are ten- 
tatively scheduled for Sunday, April 
25. For the 2021 season, there is a 
mask-wearing rule, as well as modifica- 
tions that prohibit any type of spitting or 
close contact, and players are required to 
take out all trash they bring in with them. 
The league allows the use of BBCOR- 
certified -3 bats as well as wood bats. 
Games are nine innings and all players 
who participate get to hit and play the 
field. For more information or to con- 
tact someone from the league, go to the 
league’s website. 





SOCCER, from page 7 


have been playing in Division | for many 
years, and have competed in Division | 
tournaments at the regional and state level. 
Ludlow was a Division | state champion a 
couple of years ago. 

Belchertown will be among the 
teams that will be featured in Division 
3. This is not a change for those teams. 
They have been in Division 3 in recent 
years, though girls soccer has been play- 
ing Division | to improve its competition 
level. Belchertown won the boys Division 
3 state championship in 2019. 

South Hadley, which won a girls 
soccer Division 3 state title in 2019, will 
move to Division 4. Also included in 
Division 4 will be Mahar Regional. 

Moving to the newly created Division 
5 will be Palmer, Pathfinder, Monson, 
Granby, Ware, Quaboag, and North 
Brookfield. 

In Central Mass., Tantasqua will 
be a part of Division 2, while Quabbin 
Regional will join Division 3. 


TlHlelN tlefe 


The divisions the teams will be 
assigned will determine what state tourna- 
ment that team will have an opportunity to 
be a part of. With the number of divisions 
increasing, there will be more opportu- 
nities for teams to qualify, though there 
could be a lot of excessive travel in the 
early rounds of the tournament depending 
on what part of the state a team comes 
from. 

Teams will have an opportunity to 
appeal their divisional placement, whether 
it before enrollment or competition rea- 
sons. 

What has yet to be determined is 
what a Western Massachusetts tourna- 
ment may look like. While the MIAA will 
not sponsor a tournament going forward, 
the Pioneer Valley Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference wants to sponsor a tourna- 
ment. It is unknown how the competition 
will be aligned, but it could be difficult 
to place the teams according to division, 
with situations like having just Holyoke 
and Central in Division |. The PVIAC had 
to put planning for sectional tournaments 
on hold due to the pandemic. 
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Valley Wheel Baseball seeks players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over- 
30 Baseball League is looking for new 
players for the 2021 season, which is 
set to begin at the end of April. Players 
who are 28-years-old prior to June | are 
eligible to play in the league this season, 
however, only those 30 by June | are 
eligible to pitch. The league includes 
six teams and there is a 15-game season 
that begins on Sunday, April 25. Games 
are 12 Sundays, a special Mother’s Day 
weekend Saturday game, and two week- 
day night games under the lights. The 
season ends the final week of July with 


the playoffs for the top four teams during 
the first two weeks of August. Tryouts 
are set for the first three weekends in 
April. Tryouts will be Saturday, April 
3, Sunday, April 11, and Sunday, April 
18, all weather-permitting. A draft for 
new players will be held after the final 
tryout. All players bat and every player 
spends at least four innings in the field. 
The league will be playing with some 
minor modifications due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic. For more information, 
please contact League Commissioner 
Jim Nason at wheell2@comcast.net. 





Sign-ups available for Relics softball 


LUDLOW — The Western Mass 
Relics has opened registration for 
the 2021 Senior Softball Season. 
The Silver Division (age 50 to 64) 
has filled 36 of the 112 spots and the 
Gold Division (65-and-up) has filled 


32 of the 96 spots. The registrations 
are accepted on a first come first serve 
basis. All our games are played at the 
Fish & Game in Ludlow. For further 
information or to register go to http:// 
www.westernmassrelics.org. 








RA Cl N G, from page 7 


early laps of the race. It’s the start of 
a new season, and a lot of guys hav- 
en’t raced yet. ’m expecting a strong 
run out there. The No. 25 with Gary 
Casella always runs well at Thompson.” 

“You just have to play your cards 
right with all of the pit strategy and 125 
laps that are all green flag laps,’ Rocco 
added. “Fuel is probably going to play 
a role in it for this one, too. There are 
a lot of aspects that are going to be part 
of trying to win the race. We always do 
really well in the open shows, from the 
SK Modifieds to the Tour Modifieds. 
Hopefully, we’ll come out of the box 
strong to start the season.” 

However, the hunger for victory 
isn’t just limited to Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. Racers from six dif- 
ferent Northeast states already entered 
the Icebreaker 125, giving the event a 
regional flavor that speaks to its appeal 
among the Modified ranks. 

New Hampshire racers Andy 
Shaw (Center Conway) and Trevor 
Bleau (Troy) live in an area typical- 
ly dominated by Late Model-type 
cars. However, they’re ready to make 
Modifieds the Granite State headliner 
for at least one day. Riverhead, NY’s 
Eric Goodale is one of several drivers 
who are expected to do double-duty 
with the NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour event at Virginia’s Martinsville 
Speedway. Goodale’s fellow Long 
Islander Artie Peterson III is also repre- 
senting the Empire State. 

Anthony Sesely is making the trip 
to Thompson from Port Monmouth, NJ. 
Earl Paules has an even long drive from 
Palmerton, PA. Patrick Emerling has 
the current “long haul” award, though, 
with a 432-mile journey each way 
from Orchard Park, NY to drive Ted 
Anderson’s #1CT. 

The Icebreaker 125 is the first 
event in the new Outlaw Open 
Modified Series. A quartet of 
$5,000-to-win Wednesday events are 
scheduled for June 16, July 7, August 


11, and September 15. The season con- 
cludes with the return of the Thompson 
300, a $20,000-to-win event on 
October 9 and 10 as part of the annual 
World Series of Speedway Racing. 

Drivers can still register for the 
Icebreaker 125. Outlaw Open Modified 
Series entry forms and rules are 
available at www.acttour.com/out- 
law-open-modifieds. General event 
Information can be found at www.act- 
tour.com/thompson-speedway. 

Thompson Speedway opens 
its 82nd season with the annual 
Icebreaker on Saturday, April 10 and 
Sunday, April 11. A total of 10 divi- 
sions will compete across two days 
of racing. Sunday’s card features the 
$10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 for the 
Outlaw Open Modified Series. There’s 
also a 40-lap ACT-type Late Model 
shootout plus the Limited Sportsman 
and SK Light Modifieds. 

Saturday’s six-division card is 
highlighted by the season-opening 
Thompson 75 for the PASS North 
Super Late Models. They’re joined 
by the Sunoco Modifieds, NEMA 
LITES Midgets, EXIT Realty Pro 
Truck Challenge, Mini Stocks, and 
an 8-Cylinder Street Stock Open. An 
optional Test N’ Tune practice day 
is Slated for Friday, April 9 with all 
Icebreaker divisions welcome. 

Adult general admission is $30 
for Saturday and $35 for Sunday. Kids 
ages 12 and under are $10 each day. 
Advance tickets are available at https:// 
happsnow.com/event/Thompson- 
Speedway-Motorsports-Park- YHPQ. 
Grandstand attendance is limited 
to 50% of capacity per Connecticut 
COVID-19 guidelines. Pit passes will 
be sold at the track. 

For general Thompson Speedway 
inquires and camping reservations, 
call (860) 923-2280, email oval @ 
thompsonspeedway.com, or visit 
www.thompsonspeedway.com. You 
can follow Thompson Speedway 
on Facebook and Instagram at @ 
ThompsonSpeedway or on Twitter at @ 
ThompsonSpdwy. 


R ULE, , from page 1 


in place, city councilors agreed they 
wanted the mayor elected in November 
to be able to take office immediately. 
Barnes said the updated language 
now strongly shows that the person 
elected mayor in November will serve 
immediately until January, and then the 


ensuing four-year term. 


Once the act is approved, the city 
council will hold a special meeting 
within 10 days to name one of its mem- 


PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

PROJECT: Whiting Street 
Reservoir Dam Improvements 
Project 

LOCATION: Easthampton 
Road (Route 141), Holyoke, 
MA 01040 

PROPONENT: Holyoke 
Water Works 

The undersigned is sub- 
mitting an Environmental 
Notification Form (“ENF”) 
to the Secretary of Energy 
& Environmental Affairs on 
or before March 31, 2021 
This will initiate review of 
the above project pursu- 
ant to the Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act 
(“MEPA”, M.G.L. c. 30, s.s. 
61-62I). Copies of the ENF 
may be obtained from: Tighe 
& Bond, c/o Melissa Coady, 
53 Southampton Road, 
Westfield, MA 01085, Phone: 
(413) 250-2424 Copies of 
the ENF are also being 
sent to the Conservation 
Commission and Planning 
Board of Holyoke where 
they may be inspected. 

The Secretary of Energy & 
Environmental Affairs will pub- 
lish notice of the ENF in the 
Environmental Monitor, will 
receive public comments on 
the project for 20 days, and will 
then decide, within ten days, 
if an environmental Impact 
Report is needed. A site visit 
and consultation session on 
the project may also be sched- 
uled. All persons wishing to 
comment on the project, or to 
be notified of a site visit or con- 
sultation session, should write 
to the Secretary of Energy & 
Environmental Affairs, 100 
Cambridge St., Suite 900, 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114, 
Attention: MEPA Office, refer- 
encing the above project. 

By Holyoke Water Works 
04/02/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P0502EA 
Estate of: 
Robert M Quirk 
Date of Death: 
01/15/2021 

INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Kimberly 
Q Parlengas of East 
Sandwich, MA and Petitioner 
Karen M Flaro of Fairport, NY, 
a Will has been admitted to 
informal probate. 

Kimberly Q Parlengas 
of East Sandwich, MA and 
Karen M Flaro of Fairport, 
NY has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 


ber as acting mayor. McGee indicated 
he was not able to effectively serve as 


year. 


acting mayor for the remainder of the 


Duffy did not give an exact time- 
line for how long it would take the leg- 
islature to push the act through. 

“Everyone knows this is coming,” 
said Duffy. “The legislature and gover- 


nor want to do what you want to do. It’s 


expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminat- 
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
04/02/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 
The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
will hold a public hear- 
ing on Tuesday, April 13, 
2021 at 6:30 p.m. to hear a 
Special Permit Application of 
EMB Natural Ventures LLC 
Marijuana Facilities-Cultivation 
for the establishment of a 
Marijuana facility for cultivation 
purposes at 140 Middle Water 
St (047-01-015) Meeting will 
take place remotely and can 
be accessed via www.zoom. 
us Meeting ID: 837 0239 0719 
Meeting Passcode: 631952 
or by call in at 1 (646)558- 
8656 with same Meeting ID 
and Passcode. Written pub- 
lic comment can be submitted 
topubliccomment@holyoke. 
org. For information on these 
applications please contact 
City Council Admin. Assistant 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
anderson-burgosj @ holyoke. 
org or by phone at (413) 322- 
5525 

Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 

03/26, 04/02/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 
The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
will hold a public hear- 
ing on Tuesday, April 13, 
2021 at 6:30 p.m. to hear a 
Special Permit Application 
for Massbiology Technology, 
LLC to build & operate a mar- 
ijuana cultivation & processing 
establishment at 6 Appleton 
St (048-01-003). Meeting will 
take place remotely and can 
be accessed via www.zoom. 
us Meeting ID: 837 0239 0719 
Meeting Passcode: 631952 or 
by call in at 1 (646)558-8656 
with the same Meeting ID 
and Passcode. Written public 
comment can be submitted to 
publiccomment@holyoke.org. 
For information on these appli- 
cations please contact City 
Council Admin Asst Jeffery 
Anderson-Burgos at ander- 
son-burgosj@holyoke.org or 

by phone at (413) 322-5525 
Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 

03/26, 04/02/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0574EA 
Estate of: 

Richard W Luce, Jr. 
Also known as: 
Richard W Luce 

Date of Death: 09/03/2012 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Late and 
Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by Karin J Luceof 
Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 


a sensible course of action. I don’t want 
to promise a date, but I am personally 
bringing the piece of paper to Boston.” 


The Petitioner requests 
that: Karin J Luceof Holyoke, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/23/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with- 
out further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: March 26, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
04/02/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 
The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
will hold a public hear- 
ing on Tuesday, April 13, 
2021 at 6:30 p.m. to hear a 
Special Permit Application 
for Marijuana Retail and 
Manufacturing Establishment 
of Green Highland LLC to 
build & operate a marijuana 
retail, cultivation and process- 
ing establishment at 26 Hadley 
Mills Rd (023-01-004). Meeting 
will take place remotely and 
can be accessed via www. 
zoom.us Meeting ID: 837 
0239 0719 Meeting Passcode: 
631952 or by call in at 1 
(646)558-8656 with the same 
Meeting ID and Passcode. 
Written public comment can be 
submitted to publiccomment@ 
holyoke.org. For information 
on these applications please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos 
at anderson-burgosj@holyoke. 
org or by phone at (413) 322- 
5525 

Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 

03/26, 04/02/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
CITY OF HOLYOKE 
GAS & ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT 
2021 DEFORMATION 
MONITORING SURVEYS 
Sealed proposals for the 
above services will be received 
by the Holyoke Gas & Electric 
Dept. until 2:00 p.m., April 
26, 2021 at the Office of 
the Manager, 99 Suffolk St., 


AGAWAM - 


date is set for May 8. 





Holyoke, MA 01040. 

Mandatory Pre-Bid 
Meeting: 

Respondents shall par- 
ticipate in a mandatory site 
visit to be held at the Hadley 
Falls Station, 25 Gatehouse 
Rd., Holyoke MA. Proposals 
received from Respondents 
who have not participated in 
the site visit will automatically 
be rejected. Due to COVID- 
19, site visits will be scheduled 
individually. To schedule a site 
visit, contact Sarah LaRose at 
(413) 427-4804 or by email at 
slarose@hged.com 

Additional information may 
be obtained from: 

Chi Wong 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept. 
99 Suffolk St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
(413) 536-9308 
cwong @hged.com 

The right is hereby reserved 
to reject any or all proposals, 
or to accept any proposal that 
in the opinion of the Manager 
may be for the best interest of 
the City of Holyoke. 

Please mark sealed enve- 
lopes “Proposal for 2021 
Deformation Monitoring 
Surveys” and address them 
to: 

James M. Lavelle, Manager 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept. 
99 Suffolk St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040 

04/02/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
HampdenProbate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD21P0555GD 
In the interests of: 
Luis Joandiel Garcia Cintron 
of Holyoke, MA 
Minor 

NOTICE AND ORDER: 

Petition For Appointment Of 
Guardian Of A Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 

INTERESTED PARTIES 

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 03/22/2021 by 

Luissette Arroyo of 
Holyoke, MA 

Jose A Vazquez of 
Holyoke, MA 

will be held 04/27/2021 
10:40 AM Motion Located: 
www.zoomgov.com or dial 
646-828-7666/ Meeting 
10#1604949047 / Judge 
Sacks. 

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil- 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 

File the original with the 
Court; and 

Mail a copy to all interested 
parties at least five (5) busi- 
ness days before the hearing. 

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor. 

4. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right 
to be represented by an attor- 
ney. If you want an attorney 
and cannot afford to pay for 
one and if you give proof that 
you are indigent, an attor- 
ney will be assigned to you. 
Your request for an attorney 
should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 


There is a $35 non-refundable fee, 
and a request for one craft item to be 


Inthe News ¢ 


John the 
$20). 


Crafters needed for St. John’s fair 


St. 
Evangelist Church is excited to host its 
first-ever Outdoor Craft Fair, Saturday, 
May 1, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 833 Main 
Street, Agawam. Crafters are welcome 
to request an application by contact- 
ing Andreana Perkins, 413.786.8105, 
or sje.information@ gmail.com. A rain 


donated to the Raffle Tent (value of 


Crafters will have access to a des- 
ignated 10 x 10 outdoor space, which 
will include a six-foot table and chair. 
There are limited number of spaces 
with electricity that are available on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. 


Interested crafters can contact 


Andreana Perkins at 413.786-8105, or 
sje.information @ gmail.com. 


Public Notices 6é 


Appointment of Counsel form. 
Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is 
going to be heard. 

5. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over age 
14 has the right to be pres- 
ent at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the 
minor’s best interests. 

Date: March 24, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
04/02/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield MA, 01103 
Docket No. HD21P0430PM 
In the matter of: 
Gloria M Cotto 
Of: Holyoke, MA 
RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/ 
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 
PROTECTIVE ORDER 
PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Alison M Bartlett-O’Donald 
of Holyoke, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Gloria M Cotto is in need of 
a Conservator or other protec- 
tive order and requesting that 
Alison M Bartlett-O’Donald of 
Holyoke, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Conservator to serve With 
Personal Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint- 
ment of a Conservator is nec- 
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint- 
ment of a Conservator is nec- 
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 04/13/2021. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the writ- 
ten appearance if you object 





to the petition. If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the writ- 
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written affi- 
davit stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return 
date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above- 
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law- 
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: March 09, 2021 


Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
04/02/2021 


The Sun 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One 1s a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


ICT MA TAANA oleleliColaleyatex-t-maela (saeco an 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


BIRDHOUSES FOR’ SALE!!! 
Some vinyl sided, some painted. Var- 
ious designs and prices. Call Gary 
(413)532-1918 leave message 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


ST. JUDE THANK YOU for an- 
swering my prayers PF 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 
Town: 
Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #:_ 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
States Zip: 
X per week rate = $ _ 
LIVISA Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
______—sSEXxp.«. Date CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 


for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ————_ 


BELCHER 
GRANBY 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


a 50,500 


ae WILLIAMSBURG 








Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 

Add a second ZONE 

Addathird ZONE _—‘*5.00 
Subtotal = 

x Number of Weeks 

TOTAL Enclosed 
















BRIMFIELD 


- (a 


Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
— —_—__— aditional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 








LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN 

AND GARDEN, LLC 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran's Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








Inthe News ¢ 


Preparatory classes for expectant parents and families 


SPRINGFIELD — Baystate Medical 
Center’s Parent Education Department 
offers a wealth of education and support 
for expectant parents and families through 
every stage of pregnancy, childbirth, deliv- 
ery and beyond. 

For safety’s sake, due to the corona- 
virus pandemic, all face-to-face childbirth 
and parent classes/groups have been sus- 
pended in favor of live virtual sessions and 
online learning. 

Among the many preparatory classes 
offered are: 

Virtual Childbirth Education Class 
Bundle: A four-class series taken via 
WebEx from the comforts of prospective 
parents’ own living room. Series includes 
stages of labor and delivery, basic com- 
fort techniques, medications, medical 
interventions and Cesarean birth, basic 
baby care, and prenatal breastfeeding. 
The series is held in four, two-hour ses- 
sions and includes interaction and ques- 
tions and answers with a childbirth edu- 
cator throughout the class. Infant care and 


breastfeeding can also be taken as stand- 
alone classes. 

Online Multiples Childbirth 
Education: Using a combination of 
online education and the opportunity to 
interact with a parent educator, online 
multiples is geared to expectant parents in 
their second trimester of pregnancy who 
want education that is specific to having 
twins or triplets. The online portion of the 
class is taken at home at the participant’s 
own pace. Parents will then be invited to 
a virtual session via WebEx to have their 
questions answered by a knowledgeable 
instructor, who is also a lactation consul- 
tant and mother of twins. 

Online Childbirth Education 
— offered in Spanish or English: The 
eight-chapter program, ideal for those 
expectant parents who enjoy learning on 
their own, iS an interactive, web-based 
class that uses videos, personal birth sto- 
ries, animations, activities and games to 
teach all the essential information parents 
need to know to prepare for the birth of 


their child. This class does not provide 
face-to-face interaction with a parent edu- 
cator. 

Basics-Breathing, Massage & 
Positions for Labor Virtual Class: A 
one-session class ideal for those parents 
who want a more in-depth preparation for 
the use of advanced comfort and support 
techniques during labor and delivery to 
avoid medical interventions if possible. 

Virtual Keeping Baby Safe: 
Participants will learn how to keep baby 
safe with topics such as infant CPR, 
first aid, choking, poison prevention, 
baby-proofing the home and car seat safety. 

Baby’s Home! Now What?: This 
newborn class provides postpartum sup- 
port for new parents and provides infor- 
mation on newborn behavior in the first 
few weeks of an infant’s life. The class 
includes feeding cues for breast and bottle 
feeding, infant sleep patterns, comforting a 
crying infant, information about returning 
to work, continued support for breastfeed- 
ing moms, pumping techniques and stor- 


age of breast milk. 

Virtual Prenatal Yoga Class: 
Pregnant women will learn postures, 
breathing techniques and meditation to 
help ease pregnancy aches. The class 
will prepare your body for delivery and 
improve your chances for a smoother 
recovery while creating strength, focus, 
flexibility and awareness through a gentle 
practice designed especially for the preg- 
nant woman’s needs. 

Virtual Postnatal Yoga Class: The 
virtual class provides an opportunity for 
moms to bond with their babies, strength- 
en muscles that were affected in pregnan- 
cy/labor and stretch all of motherhood’s 
new aches and pains. Babies up to 1-year- 
old and crawling are welcome to sur- 
round mom during the class, which offers 
breathing techniques to calm the mind and 
bring energy to the body and strengthen- 
ing the pelvic floor and abdomen. 

For more information and to register 
for any class, visit BaystateHealth.org/ 
Parented. 
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FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy.V 5 ie] asa) 
De a ek 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! C 

all Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Support our community! 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


2021 


TAX. TINE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 
~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 
Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


CallForAn \|f{RS 
Appointment 


Federal & All States 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
a Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


=; -. YZ. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kiftchentabletaxes.com 


= 4 
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AMERICAN DRY ICE CORPORA- 
TION, 19 Second St., Palmer Industri- 
al Park, Palmer, MA (413)283-9906 
Hiring full-time or part-time general 
laborer. Work in our manufacturing 
plant, join our team! We pay 100% 
health and dental insurance. We also 
have profit sharing! Call or stop by to 
fill out an application. 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


TOWN OF PALMER - MECHAN- 
IC - EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 
The Town of Palmer is seeking a 
semi-skilled to skilled manual work 
performing journeyman level mainte- 
nance and repairs and operating light 
to heavy automotive construction and 
maintenance equipment at the Palm- 
er Highway Department; related work 
as required. Thorough knowledge of 
Highway Department operating pro- 
cedures and highway, street and road 
system. Ability to make equipment 
repairs and recognizes the reason 
(s) for malfunctioning of equipment 
units. Skill at the journeyman level in 
automotive mechanics and welding re- 
quired for repairs to heavy automotive 
construction and maintenance equip- 
ment. Special Qualifications: Posses- 
sion of Class Il Massachusetts Motor 
Vehicle Operators License, (CDL). 
Possession of Hoisting License issued 
by the Department of Public Safety. 
For full job description, please go to 
www.townofpalmer.com. Please sub- 
mit resume and letter of interest or 
Town application to Town Manager’s 
Office, 4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Application can be mailed to 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or by emailing rmcnutt @ townofpalmer. 
com. Open until filled. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


Two mature adults with excellent ref- 
erences seeking 2/3 bedroom apart- 
ment with washer/dryer hookups in 
apartment. Ludlow or surrounding 
area. Call Sandra (413) 583-4746 after 
10am. 


familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


FAST TAX GSA  ANANAN 


WAN oe 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE > AA vie 
413 324-2135 =e Nel i 


IRS Certified Tax preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 





make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 
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This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-3393 


Post your 
job openings 
in our Classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 1-413-283-8393 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 
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> In The News 








HOLYOKE —- On Saturday, 
Congressman Richard E. Neal visited 
Holyoke Health Center’s (HHC) COVID- 
19 Vaccination Clinic at Dean Technical 
High School where Holyoke Public 
School staff was receiving vaccines pro- 
vided through a federal initiative. The 
clinic had enough vaccines to give first 
shots to 600 members of the Holyoke 
Public Schools in one day. 

Holyoke Health Center had been in 
discussion with the school administra- 
tion since it was selected to be one of 
the first 250 health centers in the coun- 
try to receive direct shipments of vac- 
cine from a federal initiative, established 
through President Biden’s Community 
Health Center Vaccination Program. 
This vaccine program directly allocates 
COVID-19 vaccines to Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA)- 
supported health centers to ensure that 
our nation’s underserved communities 
and those disproportionately affected by 
COVID-19 are equitably vaccinated. 

“There was an immediate call to us 
from Congressman Richard Neal’s staff 
in Washington as the federal initiative was 
being developed and we have remained 
in contact throughout to make sure there 
were no last-minute problems with the 
shipment of 600 doses of vaccine,” said 
Breines. “The federal vaccine has allowed 


us to focus on the school staff 
not just as a public health 
opportunity, but as a means to 
expedite the return to class- 
rooms for thousands of chil- 
dren in our school system. 
Most of the children are our 
patients and we are aware of 
the difficulties the COVID 
pandemic has caused for the 
families of these children, 
including social, economic, 
and emotional distress. For 
the health and educational success of our 
young patients, we have to get them back 
into the classroom.” 

“IT am thrilled to see these feder- 
al resources in action here in Holyoke 
today,” said Congressman Neal. 
“Community health centers like Holyoke 
have been on the frontlines of this pan- 
demic for over a year now and the work 
that they continue to do to ensure that our 
populations are vaccinated does not go 
without notice. At the health center, they 
can vaccinate patients from vulnerable 
populations and at Dean Tech, they are 
able to ensure our teachers are vaccinat- 
ed to return to school. Part of President 
Biden’s 100-day plan was for a robust 
rollout of vaccines across our country. I 
am thrilled to see it in action here today.” 

“I am also pleased that just this 





Richard E. Neal 


Thursday, HRSA announced 
that Holyoke Health Center will 
receive $3,628,000 from the 
American Rescue Plan,’ contin- 
ued Congressman Neal. “This 
funding will go to support and 
expand COVID-19 vaccina- 
tion, testing, and treatment for 
vulnerable populations; deliver 
needed preventive and primary 
health care services to those at 
higher risk for COVID-19; and 
expand health centers’ opera- 
tional capacity during the pandemic and 
beyond, including modifying and improv- 
ing physical infrastructure and adding 
mobile units.” 

Lori Lewicki, Chief Pharmacy 
Officer at HHC has overseen the imple- 
mentation of school effort while also pro- 
viding vaccine clinics at the health center, 
senior center and an area housing agency. 

“This has been an exciting way to 
use the resources of the pharmacy and 
our staff. Our programing is built around 
the integration of pharmacy and medical 
care, and this effort puts us directly on the 
front lines in the COVID battle,’ Lewicki 
exclaimed. 

Rosilma Romero, Assistant Clinical 
Director for Nursing, says to date HHC 
has been able to provide over 3,000 vac- 
cines to its staff, patients, first responders, 


Richard Neal visits hospital, vaccine clinic 


and other persons made eligible through 
the state phasing plan. 

Noelle Flint, Director of Nursing, 
is looking forward to the arrival of even 
more vaccines so more Ist doses can be 
scheduled. “Although we are all feeling 
exhausted by the extra workload this has 
caused, this is what we are here for and 
this is how we can best take care of our 
community”’. 

Breines noted his thanks for the 
support provided by Marianne Currier, 
Holyoke Public Schools Pupil Services 
Coordinator, and Cynthia Carbone, Head 
Nurse, as they surveyed staff to work out 
the scheduling details and provided space 
and personnel to help manage the all-day 
effort. 

“We’ve integrated our community 
and professional staffs in a way that has 
not been done before and it has all been 
going like clockwork, Currier said. 

“The commitment of the staff to get 
Holyoke fully vaccinated has been incred- 
ible’, said Ben Cartegena, President of 
HHC’s Board of Directors. “We don’t 
know how they are pulling this off, but we 
are so thankful that we have the resourc- 
es and the ability to get the job done. 
Without the federal shipment, it would 
have been very difficult to vaccinate 
school personnel now that they are eligi- 
ble to receive the vaccine.” 





Homework House to host sixth annual adult spelling bee 


HOLYOKE -— It’s time to grab your 
dictionaries and to spell success for 
Holyoke children! The Sixth Annual 
Adult Spelling Bee to benefit Homework 
House will be held on Thursday, April 
29 at 6:30 p.m. online over Zoom and 
YouTube Live. This annual event is one 
of the major fundraisers for Homework 
House which has been providing free 
academic tutoring and mentoring for 15 
years to school age children in Holyoke. 

This year, Homework House is join- 
ing with The Spelling Bee Company 


from Los Angeles to create a virtual 
event that is a spelling bee, pledge-a- 
thon, and comedy show all rolled into 
one. Ten teams of enthusiastic spellers 
will gather on the virtual stage along 
with The Spelling Bee Company. The 
professional performers and comedians 
from the Spelling Bee Company will 
keep the spellers on their toes and the 
laughs coming as the evening’s emcees 
and Spelling Bee judges. 

Each team will gather pledges in 
advance of the event that they can use 


Jenks Productions Presents the 30th Annual Connecticut and Springfield 


DHIDAL EAPU 


SPONSORED Che Republican, prey, 


Proper COVID Protocols 
will be followed. 


“APRIL 17818 


Better Living Center 
“Home of the Big E” 


1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield, MA 


SAT. & SUN. 11-4 
ADMISSION $10.00 

Limited number of 

tickets at the door. . , 
Pre-purchase tickets at ya TP te te “ 
jenksproductions.com — 

for morning or 
afternoon sessions. 


PARTICIPATING COMPANIES INCLUDE 


Bridal Shops ¢ Formal Wear. Invitations. Health & Wellness. Photographers 
Videographers ¢ Florists * Caterers * Disc Jockeys * Entertainment 
Make-Up & Hair Stylists * Travel Agents * Banquet Facilities 
Wedding Consultants ¢ Hotels * Gifts & Much More! 


REGISTER AT THE SHOW TO WIN 
THE GRAND PRIZE PACKAGE GIVEAWAY! 


JENKSPRODUCTIONS.COM + (800) 955-7468 


12 © APRIL2,2021 © The Holyoke Sun 





to ‘cheat’, ‘phone a friend’, or as a ‘life- 
line’ during the Bee. The more pledges 
they raise, the more cheats a team can 
buy. The winning team gets a trophy and 
bragging rights as the best spellers in 
Holyoke. There will also be prizes for 
the best team costume and the best team 
name. The evening is destined to be a 
smash hit! 

Peoples Bank is the Bee’s Knees 
Sponsor of the event. Additional spon- 
sorship opportunities and team registra- 
tion are now available. 


Homework House serves children, 
ages 6 — 12. Since its beginning, it 
has offered free tutoring and mentor- 
ing. During the pandemic, it continues 
its services virtually. Tutors, many who 
are volunteers from local colleges and 
the community, provide individualized 
instruction to strengthen children’s edu- 
cational learning and retention. 

To register for a sponsorship or to 
register a team, please email Suzanne 
Boniface at sboniface @ homeworkhouse- 
holyoke.org or call her at 413-265-1017. 





Andrey Pavlov joins Mont Marie 
Rehabilitation and Health Center 


HOLYOKE —- Mont Marie 
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center 
announced the recent addition of Andrey 
Pavlov, M.D., an experienced pulmonol- 
ogist, to its medical team. 

Dr. Pavlov is a board-certified phy- 
sician who specializes in pulmonary dis- 
ease, critical care medicine and internal 
medicine. He has been affiliated with 
multiple hospitals in the region, includ- 
ing Holyoke Medical Center, for more 
than a decade. Mont Marie’s cardiopul- 
monary care team offers a wide range 
of treatments and therapies designed to 
help patients achieve the most active life 


possible despite any cardiopulmonary 
diagnoses and physical limitations. 

“Dr. Pavlov will help us continue 
to provide high-quality care to residents 
patients with cardiopulmonary diseases 
like COPD and lung cancer,” said Lisa 
Rivard, Administrator of Mont Marie 
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center. 
“Our medical team is excited to have him 
on board.” 

Dr. Pavlov received his Doctor of 
Medicine degree from the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical School and 
completed a residency in internal medi- 
cine at the University of Connecticut. 





Holyoke Mall announces Easter hours 


HOLYOKE —- Holyoke Mall will 
be closed on Sunday, April 4 in obser- 
vance of Easter, however the following 
venues will be open: 

e 110 Grill: 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. for 
dine-in and takeout. 

e Ninety-Nine Restaurant & Pub: 
11 a.m. — 9 p.m. for curbside pickup 
only. 

¢ Round! Bowling & Amusement: 
10 a.m. — 2 a.m. 

e Sumo Japanese Steakhouse & 
Sushi Bar: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. for dine-in 


and takeout. 

110 Grill will be open for Easter 
Brunch on Sunday, April 4, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on the Upper Level near 
JCPenney. Their brunch menu features 
Chicken n’ Waffles, 110 Frittata, 

Apple Cider Donut French Toast, 
and more. Brunch cocktails and 
their full menu will also be served. 
Reservations are encouraged. 

All visitors to Holyoke Mall are 
reminded to wear a mask and follow 
our Healthy Shopper Guidelines. 


Read The Sun online at www.sun.turley.com 


